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The month of September ended, and the month of October began with the 
Zone Institute in Chatanooga, TN, for our District leadership. The Zone 
Institute is where our Zone begins and completes its District Governor 
Training. District 6200’s entire leadership line and those planning for 
future leadership were in attendance. As I completed my training, Ken 
Firmin continued his, and Craig Walling began his. A lot of information 
was learned that our leadership team will be using to help all our clubs
grow and strengthen.

The month of October is Rotary’s Economic and Community 
Development Month. As I am traveling the District visiting with each 
club, I am in awe of the amazing projects and community events my 
Rotary peeps are doing around the District. From the Pumpkin Patch in 
Youngsville, the Christmas Train celebration in Dequincy, and the best 
shrimp boil in the world down in Golden Meadows, Rotary is and has 
been entrenched in many of our communities. 

Rotary is at its best when we are out engaged with our community. Use 
this month’s theme of “Economic and Community Development” and 
support your local community and new businesses. Let’s use the power of 
Rotary to lift and encourage community and economic development in 
ways only Rotary can do.

Next month is Rotary Foundation Month. Our Foundation Fundraising 
Chair, Mike Collins, will release a great fun way clubs can increase 
Foundation giving. So be on the lookout.
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Rotary Club of Plaquemine members 
participated as "Team John" in the Alzheimer's 
Walk to Remember in Baton Rouge as  in 
support of a member recently diagnosed.

Rotary Club of Golden Meadow recently held an 
appliance distribution event to help victims of Hurricane 
Ida.

The ULL Rotaract held its Fall Kickoff Meeting on 
Wednesday October 12.  About 25 ULL students 
attended.  The club elected Rotaract Officers and 
discussed upcoming service projects, including support 
of the Campus Cupboard, were discussed.

The Rotary Club of Lafayette North  partnered with the 
Bayou Vermillion District to clean up Beaver Park on 
Saturday October 8.  Of all the service organizations that 
volunteered, Rotary had the largest showing, and it was 
much appreciated.  
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October 24 is World Polio Day. Please 
remember to celebrate World Polio Day on 
October 24.  If your club has any special 
publicity or projects planned, please let 
Frank Bradshaw know so that they can be 
publicized.  Consider a Purple Pink 
Fundraiser or perhaps scheduling a TV 
interview with the local station to raise 
awareness.  It only costs $0.70 to vaccinate 
one child, and with polio only remaining 
endemic in Afghanistan and Pakistan, we 
really are this close.  Some facts that can be 
shared are below, and more can be found at 
https://www.endpolio.org/

Polio
Poliovirus invades the nervous system and 
can cause total paralysis in hours. Polio can 
be prevented by vaccines, but it is not 
curable. Unlike most diseases, polio can be 
eradicated. 

PolioPlus 
The PolioPlus program was the first 
initiative to tackle global polio eradication 
by vaccinating children on a massive scale. 
As a core partner in the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative, Rotary focuses on 
advocacy, fundraising, volunteer 
recruitment, and awareness-building. 

World Polio Day

Polio Today 
When Rotary and its partners formed the GPEI in 
1988, there were 350,000 cases of polio in 125 
countries every year. Today, they have reduced polio 
cases by 99.9 percent, and just two countries continue 
to re-port cases of wild poliovirus: Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. The infrastructure Rotary helped build to 
end polio is also being used to treat and prevent other 
diseases (including COVID-19) and create last-ing 
impact in other areas of public health. 

Challenges 
Rotary and their partners have made tremendous 
progress against polio, but eliminating all cases is 
going to take even more progress and perseverance. 
Afghanistan and Pakistan face unique challenges, 
includ-ing political insecurity, highly mobile 
populations, difficult terrain, and, in some instances, 
vaccine refusal and misinformation. 

Ensuring Success 
Rotary has committed to raising $50 million per year 
for polio eradication. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation has pledged to match that 2-to-1, for a total 
commitment of $150 million each year. 

Rotary in Action 
More than 1 million Rotary members have donated 
their time and money to eradicate polio, and every 
year, hundreds of members work with health workers 
to vaccinate children in countries affected by polio. 
Rotary members work with UNICEF and other 
partners to prepare and distribute informational 
materials for people in areas that are isolated by 
conflict, geography, or poverty. 
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Chairperson of the new Diversity Equity and 
Inclusion committee

I am excited and proud to introduce and welcome 
aboard to the District Team the chair of our newest 
Committee the Diversity Equity and Inclusion 
committee, from the Rotary Club of Baton Rouge, 
Todd Schexnayder.   

Todd Schexnayder joined the Fidelity Bank Board 
of Directors November 2021, after retiring assenior 
vice president and human resources director at 
Fidelity Bank. He was responsible for all corporate 
human resources, marketing, and facilities 
functions. He received his bachelors degree from 
LSU, holds a master’s degree from the University of 
Southern Mississippi and Strategic Human 
Resource Management (SHRM) Certification from 
Harvard Business School. 

Prior to joining Fidelity Bank he retired as senior 
vice president human resources at Cross Blue Shield 
of Louisiana. During his tenure at Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, the company was named a Best Place to 
Work by Baton Rouge Business Report, received a 
2014 Excellence in Diversity Award from the 
Greater Baton Rouge Society of Human Resource 
Management, and earned the Louisiana Department 
of Health and Hospitals WellSpot designation for its 
Baton Rouge campus and wellness program. Prior 
to joining Blue Cross, he was senior vice president 
of human resources at Pan-American Life Insurance 
Company in New Orleans. 

He currently serves on the Franciscan University of 
Our Lady Board of Trustees, Volunteers of America 
National Board of Directors, Rotary Club of Baton 
Rouge Board of Directors, and a member of the 
College of Humanities & Social Sciences Deans 
Advisory Council at LSU. Some of his prior 
community involvement included Friends of the

Baton Rouge Zoo,Tiger Athletic Foundation, Manship 
School of Mass Communications Alumni Board, LSU 
National Diversity Advisory Board, Opera Louisiana., etc. 

Schexnayder is a strong proponent of education. 
Relocating to Baton Rouge after Hurricane Katrina, he 
remained committed to the rebuilding of Edward Hynes 
Charter School in New Orleans’ Lakeview neighborhood, 
continuing as president of the school board for seven years 
until the school was rebuilt. 

He was named the 2016 Professional of the Year by the 
Greater Baton Rouge Society of Human Resource 
Management.He received the T.J. Shields Award for 
outstanding service to the Manship School of Mass 
Communication in 2016, and was recognized as a 2019 
Volunteer Activist by The Emerge Center. He was 
inducted into the LSU Alumni Association Hall of 
Distinction in 2021. 

Todd will be building his team over the next couple of 
months. If you or a Rotarian you know has a passion for 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, reach out to Todd at  
tschex@cox.net and ask him how you can help. 

DG District 6200 Tim mcNabb 
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Important Links

District Website

Brand Center – Download PoA 
assets and create images

Calendar of Upcoming Events:

   Rotary District 6200 Mid-Year Assembly
o Saturday, January 21, 2023
o Home-2-Suites by Hilton, Lafayette, LA

  Come Together~ Imagine Rotary
o Rotary District 6200 District Conference
o April 21 – 23, 2023
o Home-2-Suites by Hilton, Lafayette, LA

  Rotary International Convention
o May 27 – 31, 2023
o Melbourne, Australia
o Link to register

October 2022

Congratulations to the Rotary Club of 
Opelousas Sunrise

On Saturday, August 20, District 6200 held a 
celebration to honor the Rotary Club of 
Opelousas Sunrise for winning the Districts 
"Everyone Bring One" Membership Contest for 
the 2021-2022 Rotary year!  Their club gained 
23 members and rose from 70 members to 93!!!  

The Rotary Club of Westlake came in a very 
close second place, but ended up doubling their 
club size from 22 to 44!!!

This kind of success gives our district 
tremendous momentum heading into 2022-2023 
as we all "Get Our Asks Going!!!"

https://www.rizones30-31.org/resources/rpic/
https://convention.rotary.org/en/melbourne?gclid=Cj0KCQjwlK-WBhDjARIsAO2sErR3fi6Ow-vuahFstzTowDSuwLThGTODJEZDuZnRNtNRYaJdpDrAK0saAkoGEALw_wcB
https://rotary6200.org/

